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Photo Captions:

On September 11, representatives from law enforcement, paramedics and fire-
fighters were honored at a Mass for first responders.- Photo courtesy of Carmen 
Smargiassi / www.moda.photography

On October 3, the annual Blessing of Animals was held in honor of the Feast of 
Saint Francis of Assisi. - Photos courtesy of Carrie Erdlen

On November 13, ninety-seven parish children were confirmed by Bishop John Mc-
Intyre. Throughout the many challenges of the pandemic, the confirmation class 
of St. Anastasia Parish diligently prepared for the sacrament with the assistance of 
their parents and school and CCD teacher. - Photo courtesy of Carmen Smargiassi 
/ www.moda.photography

Welcome to The Anastasian. We hope you enjoy this 
newsletter. St. Anastasia is a large, vibrant parish with 
many different groups engaged in wonderful activi-
ties that give life to the parish. This newsletter will offer 
you the chance to learn more about the many ways our 
friends and neighbors in Christ engage with the parish to 
deepen their faith and enrich their lives. And you will see 
they are having a lot of fun too! Please let us know what 
you think and how we can improve. 
        E-mail us at promotion@saintannies.org. 
        "Like" us on Facebook saintanastasianewtownsquare
        Follow the parish Instagram saintanastasiaparish
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Dear Parishioners of Saint Anastasia,

I hope you will enjoy this latest edition of The Anastasian. As you can see, it’s been a rather 
busy time around here recently. After a year plus of cancelled events, livestreamed and virtual gatherings, and uncertainty 
about many activities, we seem to be moving forward and returning more and more to doing things the way we are used 
to doing them.
  
If the past year has taught us anything it has forced us to expand our vision, to find new, creative, and different ways to 
promote and deepen the faith and to acknowledge that we have within us the ability to change, to adapt and to grow. We 
have found new and different ways to express ourselves and develop our talents. But as more and more parishioners are 
returning to church and becoming comfortable with being out and about, we have come to realize how important it is to 
be physically present to and with each other. The Archdiocese has developed an initiative to promote the physical return to 
Mass and the Eucharist and the importance of actually being present. That initiative is entitled Nothing Compares to Being 
There. How true that is!

In the pages that follow, you will read about how we have “been there” in recent weeks. A Mass for First Responders celebrat-
ed on September 11th, Forty Hours Devotions, Confirmation for our seventh-grade students, and the Blessing of Animals 
in commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi are just few of the many things that have brought us together. And this is just the 
beginning! So, enjoy The Anastasian. We’ll see you in church!

Sincerely yours,
Father Colagreco

www.saintanastasia.net

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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Forty Hours Eucharistic Devotions
Autumn is certainly a lovely time of year – the air is crisp, the leaves change color and begin to fall, and the days become 
shorter as we transition out of summer. What a beautiful time for us to have gathered together as a Parish community for 
three days, October 10, 11, and 12, to celebrate our Parish Forty Hours Eucharistic Devotions.  

“Forty Hours,” as it is commonly called, is a special period set aside to celebrate and thank, to pray to, and to adore Our Lord, 
truly present in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Traditionally, this period of adoration would last for forty continuous hours, 
recalling the forty days of fasting of Jesus in the desert. Now, however, that time often is truncated for practical reasons.

We Catholics believe that the Real Presence of Jesus Christ – his body, blood, soul, and divinity – is really and truly present in 
the Eucharist, the Blessed Sacrament. With the words of consecration prayed by the priest and the calling down of the Holy 
Spirit, the bread and wine that are presented at Mass are changed into the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. Christ, true God 
and true man, makes Himself wholly and entirely present in the Sacred Host and the Precious Blood that are consecrated at 
Mass. Forty Hours gives us time to deepen our appreciation of the importance of this mystery of the Eucharist in our lives. 

The exact origin of the Forty Hours Devotion is not known. Originally observed as reparation for the sins of the community 
and as a time to offer prayers to God for protection during war, Saint Philip Neri introduced its celebration into Rome in 
1550. By the eighteenth century, the devotion became primarily Eucharistic in nature, and centered on thanksgiving for the 
mystery and gift of the Eucharist. The very first Forty Hours Devotion in the United States was begun by Bishop (now Saint) 
John Neumann on May 26, 1853 (the Feast of Corpus Christi) at the Church of Saint Philip Neri in South Philadelphia.

Our Parish celebration of Forty Hours here at Saint Anastasia began with an opening Mass at Noon on Sunday. At the con-

By Father Brandon Artman, Parochial Vicar

A Letter from Our Pastor
Father Colagreco
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clusion of that Mass, and at the end of morning Mass on Monday and Tuesday, Our Lord, present in the Sacred Host, was 
exposed in the monstrance placed on the altar in church for all to adore. (Incidentally, the word monstrance comes from 
the Latin word monstrare, meaning “to show”, such as in the word “demonstrate”). A steady stream of adorers, including 
students from our school and CCD program, was present in our church throughout each day and evening to pray before the 
exposed Blessed Sacrament. 

Father Colagreco and Father Artman alternated leading the celebration of Evening Prayer (Vespers) each evening, which in-
cluded hymns, psalms, a Scripture reading, homily, the Magnificat, prayers, and Benediction of the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Following Benediction, the Blessed Sacrament was reposed in the Tabernacle. 

Father Christopher Redcay, Pastor of Saint Patrick Church in Malvern, was the homilist at Vespers each evening. He led us to 
reflect on the joy and excitement that we and Jesus experience as we come into His healing presence. There, we are invited 
to place our wounds and our sinfulness into the wounds of His Body. And, most importantly, Father Redcay reminded us, we 
are invited to get to know who Jesus truly is – our Good Shepherd – and the depth of His love for us. 

To celebrate the close of our Forty Hours Devotions, Vespers on Tuesday evening featured a special Eucharistic procession. 
Led by the Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance, all in attendance followed out the side door of the church, down the 
driveway behind the rectory, and ended at the front steps of the church. Benediction of took place at the top of the steps, 
and a special blessing with the monstrance containing Our Lord was given to the people assembled below. It was truly a 
stunning conclusion to our celebration.

Each evening, our talented Parish and other guest musicians, under the direction of Joe Holden, our Director of Music, 
helped everyone to raise their voices in song and praise to Almighty God. We thank them all for sharing their gifts. We thank 
Father Redcay for his meditations and inspiring messages. Special thanks also to our altar servers, lectors, greeters, sacris-
tans, livestreamer and photographer, and all who made these Forty Hours so meaningful.

Forty Hours was indeed a grace-filled time. Those who took advantage of it say they were truly touched and grateful for this 
opportunity. We hope that many more join us next year for this powerful experience. 
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Mass for First Responders
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Mass for First Responders
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Blessing of The Animals



We, the parishioners of Saint Anastasia, are a 

strong faith based community, grounded in 

more than a century of Catholic 

tradition, rooted in worship and service. 

Compelled by the Good News of Jesus Christ, 

we are committed to growing in a deeper 

relationship with God and with one another. 

We strive to become a more vibrant parish 

by inspiring an atmosphere of belonging, of 

welcoming, and by 

promoting opportunities to share and spread 

our Catholic faith, so that we may be more 

united as one parish community.


